Application No.: 09/733, 868 Docket No.: INQ-001 



AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 




1 . (Currently Amended) In a computer system, said system includinfg a Basic Input Output 
System ( BIOS ), said BIOS including a Power On Self Test ( POST ), a method for displaying 
selected content to a user of said system during said Power On ^elf Test, said method 
comprising the steps of: 

initiating said Power On Self Test; 

retrieving selected content from a designated persistent storage medium location during 
said Power On Self Tes t, said designated persistent stora^ medium separate from a storage 
medium holding said BIOS : 

displaying said selected content to said user du/ing the remainder of said Power On Self 

Test; 

updating the selected content stored in said designated persistent storage medium 
location subsequent to the completion of said Power On Self Test; and 

displaying the updated selected content tcya user during the next execution of said Power 
On Self Test. 

2. (Original) The method of claim 1 whereiiysaid updating of the selected content stored in said 
designated persistent storage medium location occurs by automatically transferring said selected 
content from a second persistent storage n^dium to said designated persistent storage medium 
location. 

3. (Original) The method of claim 1 wMerein said updating of the selected content stored in said 
designated persistent storage mediuny location occurs by transferring said selected content from 
a second persistent storage mediumyto said designated persistent storage medium location in 
response to a request from said use 

4. (Currently Amended) The m e thod of claim 1 wheroin In a computer system, said system 
including a Basic Input Output/System ( BIOS \ said BIOS including a Power On Self Test 
( POST ), a method for displaying selected content to a user of said system during said Power 
On Self Test, said method ccymprising the steps of: 
initiating said Powetf On Self Test: 
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retrieving selected content from a designated persistent storage medium location during 

said Power On Self Test: / 

displaying said selected content to said user during the remainoer of said Power On Self 

Test: / 

updating the selected content stored in said designated persistent storage medium 

location subsequent to the completion of said Power On Self Test said updating of the selected 
content stored in said designated persistent storage medium location occur sing b y automatically 
transferring said selected content from a remote location to said designated persistent storage 
medium location; and / 

displaying the updated selected content to a user dnring the next execution of said Power 

On Self Test. / 

5. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein said u/dating of the selected content stored in said 
designated persistent storage mediimi location occws by transferring said selected content from 
a remote location to said designated persistent storage medium location in response to a request 
from said user. / 

6. (Currently Amended) The method of clsfim 1 further comprising the steps of: 

providing a process on said computer system to poll a remote location for updated 
content; / 

transferring a portion of said ilpdated content from a rsaid r emote location to said 
designated persistent storage medium location over an established network connection, said 
transfer occurring in response to t/oUing from said process, said polling occurring based on past 
polling history from said procesfi to said remote location; 

determining the effective bandwidth available to said transfer, and 

predicting the effective bandwidth available to ftiture transfers of said updated content 
based on the history of traiisfers from said remote location to said persistent storage medium and 
the results of the transfeybf said portion of said updated content; 

computing the tfme interval to wait until the transfer of the next portion of said updated 

content to said designated persistent storage medium location based on said predicted future 
bandwidth; and / 



Application No.: 09/733, 868 Docket No.: INQ-001 

transferring said next portion of said updated content from said remote location to said 
designated persistent storage medium, the size of said next portion ^sed on said predicted future 
bandwidth. 

7. (Original) The method of claim 6 further comprising the steps of: 

determining the central processing unit ( CPU ) usagef of said computer system; and 
comparing said CPU usage of said computer system against a pre-determined parameter 
\ prior to determining the available bandwidth of said netvwork connection. 

8. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 further comprising the steps of: 
determining the central processing unit ( CPU ) usage of said computer system; 
comparing said CPU usage of said computer system against a pre-determined parameter; 
establishing a connection between said cc(mputer system and a -said remote location 

containing updated content when said CPU usa(ge is below said parameter; and 

transferring said updated content from said remote location to said designated persistent 
storage medium location using said connecuon. 

9. (Original) The method of claim 1 furthter comprising the steps of: 
determining the central processing imit ( CPU ) usage of said computer system; 
comparing said CPU u^ge of said computer system against a pre-determined 

parameter; and 

transferring said updsfted content from a second persistent storage medium to said 
designated persistent storage medium location 

10. (Currently Amended) The rtiathod of claim 1 I n a computer system, said system including a 
Basic Input Output System ( BFOS 1 said BIOS including a Power On Self Test ( POST 1 a 
method for displaying selected content to a user of said system during said Power On Self Test, 
said method comprising the steps of: 
initiating said Power On Self Test: 

retrieving selectedyfcontent from a designated persistent storage medium location during 

said Power On Self Test: 
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displaying said selected content to said user during the remainder of said Power On Self 

Test; wherein the said displayed selected content displayed to oaid/uGor is b eing retrieved based 
upon a user profile containing information about the individual user^r 

updating the selected content stored in said designated^ersistent storage medium 

location subsequent to the completion of said Power On SelfTTest: and 

displaying the updated selected content to a user during the next execution of said Po wer 
On Self Test. / 

11. (Original) The method of claim 1 further comprising the steps of: 

replacing a splash screen of an operating system for said computer system with said 
selected content prior to the loading of said operating system; and 

displaying said selected content to said/user during the loading of said operating system 
instead of said splash screen. / 

12. (Original) The method of claim 1 1 fimher comprising the steps of: 

querying said user during said Power On Self Test; and 

replacing said splash screen for said operating system based upon the response firom said 
user to said queries. / 

13. (Currently Amended) Th e method of claim 1 further comprising th e steps of: In a computer 
system, said system including a/Basic Input Output System ( BIOS said BIOS including a 
Power On Self Test ( POST )M method for displaying selected content to a user of said system 
during said Power On Self Test, said method comprising the steps of: 

initiating said Po w^ On Self Test: 

querying said use/ during said Power On Self Test; 

retrieving selected content from a designated persistent storage medium location during 
said Power On Self Tefet: 

displaying sa/d selected content to said user during the remainder of said Power On Self 

Test: the displayedieg selected content to said user based upon the responses from said user to 
said queries; / 

updating/the selected content stored in said designated persistent storage medium 
location subseodent to the completion of said Power On Self Test, and 
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displaying the updated selected content to a user during the ri^t execution of said Power 
On Self Test. 




14. (Currently Amended) In a computer system, said system including a Basic Input Output 
System ( BIOS ), said BIOS including a Power On Self Test ( POST ), a method for displaying 
selected content to a user of said system, said method comprising the steps of: 
executing said Power On Self Test; 

retrieving selected content from a designated persistent storage medium location 
^^^^^^^ subsequent to the completion of said Power On Self Tes^ and prior to loading an operating 
system for said computer system into memor y, said depgnated persistent storage medimn 
separate from a storage medixmi holding said BIOS : 

displaying said selected-content to said user /n an interval following the completion of 
said Power On Self Test and prior to loading an OJ^rating system for said computer system into 
memory; 

updating the selected content stored in /aid designated persistent storage medium 
location subsequent to the completion of loading said operating system into memory; and 

displaying the updated selected content to a user during an interval between the next 
execution of said Power On Self Test and next loading of an operating system for said computer 
system into memory. 



15. (Original) The method of claim 14 wherein said updating of the selected content stored in 
said designated persistent storage medivun location occurs by automatically transferring said 
selected content from a second per^stent storage medium to said designated persistent storage 
medimn location. 

16. (Original) The method of clAim 14 wherein said updating of the selected content stored in 
said designated persistent stomge medixun location occurs by transferring said selected content 
from a second persistent stoi4ge medium to said designated persistent storage medium location 
in response to a request from said user. 



17. (Currently Amended) Th e m e thod of claim 1 4 In a computer system, said system including a 
Basic Input Output Sysftem ( BIOS said BIOS including a Power On Self Test ( POST \ a 
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method for displaying selected content to a user of said system, said metl/od comprising the 
steps of: 

executing said Power On Self Test: 

retrieving selected content from a designated persistent storage medium location 

subsequent to the completion of said Power On Self Test and prioryto loading an operating 
system for said computer system into memory : 

displaying said selected content to said user in an interval following the completion of 

said Power On Self Test and prior to loading an operating syyem for said computer system into 
memory: 

updating the selected content stored in said designated persistent storage medium 
location subsequent to the completion of loading said operating system into memory, 
wherein said updating of the selected content stored inysaid designated persistent storage 
medium location occurs o cciuing b v automatically trguisferring said selected content from a 
remote location to said designated persistent storage medium location : and 

displaying the updated selected content to k user during an interval between the next 
execution of said Power On Self Test and next leading of an operating system for said computer 
system into memory . 

18. (Original) The method of claim 14 wherein said updating of the selected content stored in 
said designated persistent storage medium location occurs by transferring said selected content 
from a remote location to said designated^ersistent storage mediimi location in response to a 
request from said user. 



19. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 14 ftirther comprising the steps of: 

providing a process on said (^mputer system to poll a remote location for updated 
content; 

transferring a portion of sadd updated content from a -said remote location to said 
designated persistent storage medium location over an established network connection, said 
transfer occurring in response to polling from said process, said polling occurring based on past 
polling history from said prociSss to said remote location; 

determining the effeccive bandwidth available to said transfer, and 
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predicting the effective bandwidth available to future transMs of said updated content 
based on the history of transfers from said remote location to saic^ersistent storage medium and 
the results of the transfer of said portion of said updated content/ 

computing the time interval to wait until the transfer o£4he next portion of said updated 

content to said designated persistent storage mediimi location based on said predicted future 
bandwidth; and / 

transferring said next portion of said updated content from said remote location to said 
designated persistent storage medium, the size of saidAiext portion based on said predicted future 
bandwidth. / 

20. (Original) The method of claim 19 further comprising the steps of: 

determining the central processing xmit uCPU ) usage of said computer system; and 
comparing said CPU usage of said computer system against a pre-determined parameter 
prior to determining the available bandwidthyof said network connection. 

21. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 14 further comprising the steps of: 

determining the central processing unit ( CPU ) usage of said computer system; 

comparing said CPU usage of said computer system against a pre-determined parameter; 

establishing a connection between said computer system and a rsaid remote location 
containing updated content when saia CPU usage is below said parameter; and 

transferring said updated content from said remote location to said designated persistent 
storage medium location using saia connection. 

22. (Original) The method of clafim 14 further comprising the steps of: 

determining the/central processing unit ( CPU ) usage of said computer system; 

comparing said CPU usage of said computer system against a pre-determined 
parameter; and / 

transferringysaid updated content from a second persistent storage medium to said 
designated persistent storage medium location. 
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23. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 4 In a computer system, said system including a 
Basic Input Output System ( B IOS said BIOS including a Power ol Self Test ( POST 1 a 
method for displaying selected content to a user of said system, said/method comprising the 
steps of: / 

executing said Power On Self Test: / 

retrieying selected content from a designated persistent storage medium location 

subsequent to the completion of said Power On Self Test and mior to loading an operating 
system for said computer system into memory: / 

displaying said selected content to said user in an interval following the completion of 

said Power On Self Test and prior to loading an operatingiystem for said computer system into 
memory, w herein the selected content displayed to said yser is retrieved based upon a user 
profile containing information about the individual use/ 

updating the selected content stored in said designated persistent storage medium 

location subsequent to the completion of loading sam operating system into memory: and 

displaying the updated selected content to p. user during the next execution of said Power 
On Self Test. / 

24. (Original) The method of claim 14 fiirthe/ comprising the steps of: 

replacing a splash screen of an operafting system for said computer system with said 
selected content prior to the loading of saia operating system; and 

displaying said selected content to said user during the loading of said operating system 
instead of said splash screen. / 

25. (Original) The method of claim 24 further comprising the steps of: 

querying said user during said Power On Self Test; and 

replacing said splash screen for said operating system based upon the response from said 
user to said queries. / 

26. (Currently Amended) Th4 m e thod of claim 1 4 further comprising the stops of: In a computer 
system, said system includmg a Basic Input Output System ( BIOS said BIOS including a 
Power On Self Test ( POST ), a method for displaying selected content to a user of said system, 
said method comprising/the steps of: 
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executing said Power On Self Test; 

querying said user during said Power On Self Test; 

retrieving selected content from a designated persistent storage medium location 
subsequent to the completion of said Power On Self Test andy&rior to loading an operating 
^ system for said computer system into memory : 

displaying said selected content to said user in an interval following the completion of 

said Power On Self Test and prior to loading an operating system for said computer system into 
memory , said displayeding content to said user basey upon the responses from said user to said 
queries; 

updating the selected content stored in sa/d designated persistent storage medium 
location subsequent to the completion of loadiWg said operating system into memory. and 

displaying the updated selected content to a user during an interval between the next 
execution of said Power On Self Test and/ext loading of an operating system for said computer 
system into memory. 

27. (Currently Amended) In an electronic device, a method for displaying selected content to a 
user of said electronic device, said'^ method comprising the steps of: 

retrieving selected content from a selected persistent storage medium location prior to 
loading an operating system f&r said electronic device into memory; 

displaying said selecied content to said user prior to loading an operating system for said 
electronic device into memory; 

updating the selected content stored in said selected persistent storage medium location 
subsequent to the completion of loading said operating system into memor y, said updating 
occurring by automancally transferring said selected content from a second persistent storage 
medium to said designated persistent storage medium location without user input : and 

displaying the updated selected content to a user prior to the next loading of an operating 
system for saidyelectronic device into memory. 



28-29. (CanofeUed) 
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30. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 27 wherein In an electrcmic device, a method for 
displaying selected content to a user of said electronic device, said mi^hod comprising the steps 
o£ / 

retrieving selected content from a selected persistent storage medium location prior to 

loading an operating system for said electronic device into memory; 

displaying said selected content to said user prior to loading an operating system for said 

electronic device into memory: / 

updating the selected content stored in said selected^ persistent storage medium location 

subsequent to the completion of loading said operating system into memory, said updating of th e 
sel e cted content stored in said desij^ated per s istent stoyuge m e dium location occurings by 
automatically transferring said selected content from ar remote location to said designated 
persistent storage medium location .: and / 

dis playing the updated selected content to a/user prior to the next loading of an operating 

system for said electronic device into memory. / 

31. (Original) The method of claim 27 whereirf said updating of the selected content stored in 
said designated persistent storage medium location occurs by transferring said selected content 
from a remote location to said designated persistent storage medium location in response to a 
request from said user. / 

32. (Currently Amended) The methodybf claim 27 further comprising the steps of: 

providing a process on said electronic device to poll a remote location for updated 
content; / 

transferring a portion of said updated content from a -said r emote location to said 
designated persistent storage medium location over an established network connection, said 
transfer occurring in response to polling from said process, said polling occurring based on past 
polling history from said process to said remote location; 

determining the effective bandwidth available to said transfer, and 

predicting the effedtive bandwidth available to fiiture transfers of said updated content 
based on the history of transfers from said remote location to said persistent storage medium and 
the results of the transfer of said portion of said updated content; 
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computing the time interval to wait imtil the transfer of the next Portion of said updated 
content to said designated persistent storage medixmi location based ovj said predicted futvire 
bandwidth; and / 

transferring said next portion of said updated content from sa/d remote location to said 
designated persistent storage mediimi, the size of said next portion based on said predicted future 
bandwidth. / 

33. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 32 further comoHsing the steps of: 

determining the central processing unit ( CPU ) usage <&f said computer s ystem electronic 
device : and / 

comparing said CPU usage of said comput e r syston y lectronic device against a pre- 
determined parameter prior to determining the available bmdwidth of said network connection. 

34. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 27 furthet comprising the steps of: 

determining the central processing unit ( CPU )msage of said comput e r svGto m electronic 
device ; / 

comparing said CPU usage of said computer Zystem electronic device against a pre- 
determined parameter; / 

establishing a connection between said comput e r syste me lectronic device and a remote 
location containing updated content when said CPU usage is below said parameter; and 

transferring said updated content from said remote location to said designated persistent 
storage medium location using said connection. 

35. (Currently Amended) The method of claftm 27 further comprising the steps of: 

determining the central processing imit ( CPU ) usage of said computer 
systeH ftelectronic device : / 

comparing said CPU usage of said computer Gyst o m electronic device against a 
pre-determined parameter; and / 

transferring said updated content from a second persistent storage medium to said 
designated persistent storage^medium location. 
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36. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 27 wherein In an electron/(c device, a method for 
displaying selected content to a user of said electronic device, said method comprising the steps 
of: / 

retrieving selected content from a selected persistent storage medium location prior to 

d loading an operating system for said electronic device into memor\^ 
displaying said selected content to said user prior to loadhig an operating system for said 

electronic device into memory, the displayed selected content dfsplayed to said us e r is being 
retrieved based upon a user profile containing information about the individual user; 

V updating the selected content stored in said selected j/ersistent storage medium location 

subsequent to the completion of loading said operating systfem into memory; and 

displaying the updated selected content to a user mor to the next loading of an operating 
system for said electroinc device into memory. / 

37. (Original) The method of claim 27 further comprising the steps of: 

replacing a splash screen of an operating sysftem for said electronic device with said 
selected content prior to the loading of said operating system; and 

displaying said selected content to said usser during the loading of said operating system 
instead of said splash screen. / 

38. (Original) The method of claim 37 furth* comprising the steps of: 

querying said user during said Pow^ On Self Test; and 

replacing said splash screen for said operating system based upon the response firom said 
user to said queries. / 

39. (Currently Amended) Th e method 6f claim 27 further comprioing the stopG of: In an 
electronic device, a method for displa/ing selected content to a user of said electronic device, 
said method comprising the steps ofy 

querying said user prior to loading said-an operating system for said electronic device : 
retrieving selected content ^om a selected persistent storage medium location prior to 
loading said operating system intp memory: 
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displaying said selected content to said user prior to loadinaf an operating system for said 
electronic device into memory, € m4 the displayediHg content to s a/d user b ased upon the 
responses from said user to said queries ; and / 

updating the selected content stored in said selected persistent storage medium location 

subsequent to the completion of loading said operating systemAnto memory; and 

displaying the updated selected content to a user priomo the next loading of an operating 
system for said electronic device into memory. / 

40. (New) The method of claim 27 wherein said electroryc device is a computer system. 

41. (New) In an electronic device, a medium holding ei^cutable steps for a method for 
displaying selected content to a user of said electronio device, said method comprising the steps 
of: / 

retrieving selected content from a selected persistent storage medium location prior to 
loading an operating system for said electronic dwice into memory; 

displaying said selected content to said iiser prior to loading an operating system for said 
electronic device into memory; / 

updating the selected content stored in said selected persistent storage medium location 
subsequent to the completion of loading saia operating system into memory, said updating 
occuring by automatically transferring said/selected content from a remote location to said 
designated persistent storage medium location; and 

displaying the updated selected content to a user prior to the next loading of an operating 
system for said electronic device into niemory. 

42. (New) The mediimi of claim 41 vwnerein said electronic device is a computer system. 

43. (New) In an electronic device, af medium holding executable steps for a method for 
displaying selected content to a us6r of said electronic device, said method comprising the steps 
of: / 

retrieving selected conterft from a selected persistent storage mediimi location prior to 
loading an operating system fotfsaid electronic device into memory; 
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displaying said selected content to said user prior to loading an operating system for said 
electronic device into memory; / 

updating the selected content stored in said selected persisient storage medium location 
subsequent to the completion of loading said operating system into memory, said updating 
occuring by transferring said selected content from a remote location to said designated 
persistent storage medium location in response to a request from a user; and 

displaying the updated selected content to a user prioryto the next loading of an operating 
system for said electronic device into memory. / 



44. (New) The medium of claim 43 wherein said electronic device is a computer system. 



45. (New) hi a computer system, said system including a Basic hiput Output System 

( BIOS ), said BIOS including a Power On Self Test ( HOST ), and a medium holding executable 
steps for a method for displaying selected content to a Aiser of said system during said Power On 
Self Test, said method comprising the steps of: / 
initiating said Power On Self Test; / 

retrieving selected content from a designated persistent storage medium location during 
said Power On Self Test, said designated persistent storage medium not holding said BIOS; 

displaying said selected content to said user during the remainder of said Power On Self 
Test; / 

updating the selected content stored in said designated persistent storage medium 
location subsequent to the completion of said Power On Self Test; and 

displaying the updated selected content to a user during the next execution of said Power 
On Self Test. / 

46. (New) In a computer system, said system including a Basic Input Output System 

( BIOS ), said BIOS including a Power On Self Test ( POST ), and a medium holding executable 
steps for a method for displaying selected content to a user of said system, said method 
comprising the steps of: / 

executing said Power On Self iTest; 

retrieving selected content from a designated persistent storage mediimi location 
subsequent to the completion of said Power On Self Test and prior to loading an operating 
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system for said computer system into memory, said desigpiated persistent storage mediimi not 
holding said BIOS; 

displaying said selected content to said user i^an interval following the completion of 
said Power On Self Test and prior to loading an q^rating system for said computer system into 
memory; 

updating the selected content storeji^n said designated persistent storage medium 
location subsequent to the completion loading said operating system into memory; and 

displaying the updated selepfed content to a user during an interval between the next 
execution of said Power On SeJfTest and next loading of an operating system for said computer 
system into memory. 
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